a 


es This «weekend ‘the 


After 55 years ~ 


Liberty: Theatre. will 
meri is “last - “piettire 
show « 


Ownér Barry Tuttle said. 


operating the Liberty for 
the past two years, but 
Kept it open ‘because he 
didn’t want. to see: an old. 
Camas landmark die. ~~ 
“Pm hoping... that 
someone will come along . 
and buy it and. Keep. it 
going.” he said. . 

Projectionist.” “Mike 
-Chinakos*said’ that if Ho 
buyers shows.’ up. «the 
theatre will be stripped’ and 
its Equipment’ Sold. 


Ws going, to bé sad to 
see f eee gle. down.” 
he sai 


Tuttle Ka owned: the. 
fe 3 pe 1976, 
but! began® sweeping floors 
and selling scandy “Gars 
whenhe was hired in 1958 
by former: ‘owner George 
Stoller, 


because. J was 
around, He said as much as 
I was around, I might as 
well’ be: on: the payroll,” 

Tuttle said. 

Chinakos began working, 
a) year later as a cleantip: 
person and ‘Tuttle and ‘the 
‘other theatre employees 


he’s. been” losing money ~ 


“Geel” Said’ it. was. , 
always 


used’ to leave hard-to-pick: 
up. sunflower seeds on, th 


floor for Him tosweep, ~ ie 
“Je don’t think anything i 
was worse‘ than those Ju-. ’ 


Ju’s though. When. those 
suckers got “stuck to the 
floor: that was. like 


: concrete,’ “he said.’ 


The two.said that Stoller - 
and his late wife,.Marie; 
always \ ‘treated: 
employees like°family and 
let. them have fun while 


’ they. worked. « 


Tuttle: and Chinakés 


“turned the theatre’s spooky 
basement into. .a dungeon; 


of horrors. complete with 
monster 
chemistry sets and a big ° 
electrical throw — 
fight out of Frankenstein’s 
lab. 

When getting ready to 
open, Tuttle would’ often 


hide back stage and wait. 


for Chinakos to wander by 


with. a load of trash and 


then -scare. him, sending 
garbage flying into the air; 
Sometimes. they would 


‘turn off all the lights, take 


off their shoes and: play 


hide and: seek ‘in the pitch 
blackness. 


“Tt was bananas, v" Tuttle 


‘said. The practical joking: 
and fun continued aa 
. doors 


evening's show and ian it 


opened ° for= 


their: 


movie posters? 


switch ., 


there’s “something about it 


_ that gets into your blood.” 


Chinakos ‘said: he’s liked 
ithe free movies. 

“And the free, popcorn. 
And when. Iwas younger, 
before 1). was < married, 
necking in the balcony,” he 
said. Although these: close 
encounters of the teenage 
kind were. often’ disrupted 
by Tuttle's flashlight. 

Thestheatre first‘opéned 
in 1928 asthe Granada, an > 
opera’ howlsé: with‘a stage 
and .a pipe. organ. »The 
Liberty was-the last theatre 
-west_ of the, Mississippi to 
have its sign; that hung 


» ACTOSS the street, removed. 


The. 1962 Columbus 
Day storm broke it free of 
some. of its:Supports and it 
had to be taken.down, 

This. weekend's shaw’ is 
“The Golden Seal” a family 
nature adventure film, ; : 

It could be. the. last time 
that area movie-goers cah 
purchase a. ticket from, an 
attendant .in:.the booth, 
* Stroll’ across the black sand 
white checkerboard 
linoleum floor and into. the 
dark theatre. ' 


